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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This application has been examined. 



2. 



Claims 1-24 are presented for examination. 



Drawings 



The Examiner contends that the drawings submitted on November 14, 2001 are 
acceptable for the examination proceedings. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 



3. Claim 1-24 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Barber et al 
(U.S. Patent Number 5,777,615), hereafter referred to as Barber. 

4. In regards to claim 1 , Barber states a method for retaining points of interest when 
switching between at least two windows running on a multiwindow computer system, 
the method comprising step: 

allowing a user to register at least one specific point of interest in each of 
the windows, wherein one of the windows is active and the other windows are 
inactive (Figure 6 & col. 2 line 64 - col. 3 line 3); 

displaying a persistent mouse pointer on each of the registered points of 
interest in the inactive windows (Figure 6 & col. 2 line 64- col. 3 line 3); and 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



States. 
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in response to the user making one of the inactive windows active, 
displaying an active mouse pointer at the location of the persistent mouse pointer 
in that window (col. 5 line 40-44). 

5. In regards to claim 2, Barber discloses the step of allowing the user to register 
multiple points of interest within at least one of the windows (col. 3 lines 33-42 & Figure 
7). 

6. In regards to claim 3, Barber states the step of providing a multiwindow device 
driver for controlling a mouse and for displaying the persistent mouse pointers (col. 4 
line 64- 67). 

7. In regards to claim 4, Barber discloses the step of implementing the mouse as a 
multiwindow mouse (col. 5 lines 40- 48 & col. 4 lines 25 - 30). 

In regards to claim 5, Barber states wherein step (a) further includes the step of: 
allowing the user to position the active mouse pointer at a desired location 

in the active window (Figure 9 & col. 2 line 64- col. 3 line 3); 

in response to tie user pressing a predefined button on a mouse, 

displaying a dialog box that displays a list of commands for user selection, which 

include a set command and a delete command (Figure 9 col. 1 1 lines 20-37); and 
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in response to the user selecting the set command, setting the point of 
interest by storing the x and y coordinates of the point of interest, an ID of the 
active window, and an ID of a next window (Figure 5 & col. 6 lines 16-26). 

8. In regards to claim 6, Barber discloses the step of providing the multiwindow 
mouse with a joystick that allows the user to switch between the windows and to move 
between the registered points of interest within the windows (col. 4 lines 45- 49). 

9. In regards to claim 7, Barber states he step of: providing the multiwindow mouse 
with a registration button for registering the points of interest and a toggle button for 
moving between the registered points of interest (Figure 9 & col. 11 lines 51-60). 

10. In regards to claim 8, Barber discloses the step of: implementing the multiwindow 
mouse as twin-mouse configuration (col. 14 lines 8-14). 

11. In regards to claim 9, Barber states the step of coupling two mice together and 
dedicating each mouse to a respective window or a set of windows (col. 14 lines 8-14). 

12. In regards to claim 10, Barber discloses a multiwindow computer system capable 
of displaying multiple windows of open applications on a display screen, wherein one of 
the windows is active and the other windows are inactive, comprising: 

a mouse for controlling an active mouse pointer on the display screen (col. 4 line 
53 - col. 5 line 1); and 
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a multiwindow device driver for controlling the mouse, the multiwindow device 
driver including means for allowing a user to register a point of interest in each of the 
multiple windows (col. 7 line 26 -39), 

means for displaying a persistent mouse pointer on each of the registered points 
of interest (col. 5 lines 40-49 & col. 8 lines 42-48), and 

means responsive to the user making one of the inactive windows active for 
displaying an active mouse pointer at the location of the persistent mouse pointer in that 
window (col. 3 lines 19-32). 

13. in regards to claim 1 1 , Barber states the user may register multiple points of 
interest within at least one of the windows (Figure 7 & col. 8 lines 11-17). 

14. In regards to claim 12, Barber discloses the mouse comprises a multiwindow 
mouse (col. 5 lines 40-48 & col. 4 lines 25-30). 

15. In regards to claim 13, Barber states the multiwindow mouse includes a joystick 
that allows the user to switch between the windows and to move between the registered 
points of interest within the windows (col. 4 lines 45- 49). 

16. In regards to claim 14, Barber discloses the multiwindow mouse includes a 
registration button for registering the points of interest and a toggle button for moving 
between the registered points of interest (Figure 9 & col. 1 1 lines 51 -60). 
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17. In regards to claim 1 5, Barber states herein the multiwindow mouse comprises a 
twin-mouse configuration that includes two mice where each mouse is dedicated to a 
respective window or a set of windows (col. 14 lines 8-14). 

1 8. In regards to claim 1 6, Barber discloses a method for retaining points of interest 
when switching between application windows running on a multiwindow computer 
system, the system comprising step: 

allowing a user to register a point of interest within a first window (Figure 6 col. 2 
line 64- col. 3 line 3); 

displaying a first persistent mouse pointer on the registered point of interest 
within the first window (col. 1 1 line 7 -18 & Figure 6); 

allowing the user to register a second point of interest within a second open 
window (col. 3 line 18-32 & Figure 6); and 

displaying a second persistent mouse pointer on the registered point of interest 
within the second window, such that the first and second persistent mouse pointers are 
displayed regardless of which window is active (col. 11 line 7 -18 & Figure 6). 

19. In regards to claim 1 7, Barber states the step of in response to the user switching 
from the first window to the second) window, displaying an active cursor in a location of 
the second persistent mouse pointer (col. 11 line 7-18). 
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20. In regards to claim 18, Barber discloses the step of: in response to the user 
switching from the second window to the first: window, displaying the active cursor in a 
location of the first persistent mouse pointer (col. 1 1 line 7-18). 

21. In regards to claim 19, Barber states the step of enabling the user to set and 
delete points of interest using hotkey sequences on a keyboard (Figure 9 & col. 9 lines 
42- 63). 

22. In regards to claim 20, Barber discloses the steps of allowing the user to register 
a display arrangement of application windows, as well as points of interest within the 
registered applications, such that when the computer is booted, the applications are 
opened in the registered 'window arrangement with locations of the registered points of 
interest indicated by the persistent mouse pointers (col. 7 lines 25- 39). 

23. In regards to claim 21 , Barber states a computer-readable medium containing 
program instructions for retaining points of interest when switching between at least two 
windows running on a multiwindow computer system, the instructions for: 

allowing a user to register at least one specific point of interest in each of 
the windows, wherein one of the windows is active and the other windows are inactive 
(col. 3 lines 18-32); 

displaying a persistent mouse pointer on each of the registered points of 
interest in the inactive windows (Figure 6 & col. 8 lines 5-21); and 
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in response to the user making one of the inactive windows active, 
displaying an active mouse pointer at the location of the persistent mouse pointer in that 
window (col. 11 lines 51-61). 

24. In regards to claim 22, Barber discloses the instruction of: allowing the user to 
register multiple points of interest within at least one of the windows (col. 3 lines 33-42 & 
Figure 7). 

25. In regards to claim 23, Barber states the program instructions comprise a 
multiwindow device driver for controlling a mouse and for displaying the persistent 
mouse pointers (col. 7 lines 27 -39). 

26. In regards to claim 24, Barber discloses instruction (a) further includes the 
instruction of: 

allowing the user to position the active mouse pointer at a desired location in the 
active window (col. 2 line 64- col. 3 line 3); 

in response to the user pressing a predefined button on a mouse, displaying a 
dialog box that displays a list of commands for user selection, which include a set 
command and a delete command (col. 11 line 20-37); and 

in response to the user selecting the set command, setting the of interest by 
storing the x and y coordinates of the point of interest, an ID of the active window, and 
an ID of a next window (Figure 5 & col. 6 lines 16-26). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to O'Neal R Mistry whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
2738. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am - 6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W Cabeca can be reached on (703)308-31 16. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



O'Neal Mistry 

Assistant Patent Examiner 

Art Unit 2173 

o'neal. mistry@uspto.gov 
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